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The “church year” is almost over. While some might find it odd that our church calendar follows
an academic one, my time as an elementary school teacher (as well aslo those many yearsas a
student) make this rhythm seem quite natural. Junes always feel like endings and Septembers
like new beginnings, with clean, cool air and the possibilities for afresh start.

Y et June at Atkinson aso brings with it atime-honored tradition — the time when “lay” members
of the church take on the full responsibility for worship services. A time when many voices and
many points of view are heard and honored.

| have heard many of you speak of how meaningful it isto you that the pulpit isregularly filled
by people other than ministers. We hold that revelation is not sealed and wisdom is not held by a
single person or kind of person. Since our theology rests on the free and responsible search for
truth and meaning, it naturally should follow that we all have some part of our path to share,
some sense of how we come to find truth and meaning.

And that is, in fact, the theme for our summer worship in 2005 — the free and responsible search
for truth and meaning.

| was recently so very thrilled at the lay |eader training that | co-led with Gerry Brown,
sponsored by the Worship Committee. Several people seemed to catch the spark, seeing the
depth of possibility in of creating worship. | love to share the worship experience; it isan
invitation to a deeper relationship with the Holy and in community. The Worship Committee and
| arein conversation about how to move toward greater lay participation in all services.

So | urge you not to “take the summer off.” | know that attendance goes down somewhat during
the summer and it has alot to do with sunshine and trips out of town. (Remember to collect
water for Water Communion.) But | aso think that folks make less of a habit of coming to
church in the summer. | have long been a proponent of church-going as a spiritual practice. And
| know that your spirit will be nurtured and nourished in new ways this summer.

So come, be in community these summer months whenever you are in town. Listen to the many
and varied voices of this liberal religious church. We have so much to offer each other, so much
to learn from one another.

Bewel,

Dovcen.



Every year flies by quickly so, in that respect, this has been aregular year. Y et there are many
differences. AsModerator | have been privileged to oversee the inner and outer workings of a
growing congregation as we develop a community which can transform lives. New people joined
us. Babies were born and a beloved member died, some members moved to other communities.
Our faith does not work for everyone. So, sad asit is, others left usto search for another

spiritual home. Looking back, it is apparent that we have worked hard and have had some
astonishing results. You will have an opportunity on June 5 to discuss the events of last year with
Dana, Annie, Jerry and me.

Each board member gave of themselves generously and accepted responsibilities gracefully.
They all stepped forward when asked and independently championed initiatives that will make
long term impacts on our church. They are extraordinary leadersin extraordinary times. Cay
Borduin and Jeff Thomas will be leaving the board while Ellen Stines, Dean DeSantis, Bryan
Powell and Scott Borduin will join and bring us their talents. It is bittersweet to see good friends
assume new roles while we welcome new enthusiastic board members to take their place.

Throughout the year my personal circle of life has aso been rich. Mark and | have taken tripsto
visit family members, we have hosted out-of-town guests and we took time away for tennis and
skiing. We also have valued our Covenant Group and appreciate those close friendships. The last
several weeks we have enjoyed dinners, breakfasts and hikes with people we love being with —
riches from the fall auction. Some events were planned, and some, my favorites, were
impromptu. Even therain did not dampen the hikes in the Columbia Gorge. We are looking
forward to General Assembly and still have the Wine Tour on our calendar.

| want to thank everyone in the congregation

for the support you have given me this year. As Moderator | have been privileged

You all cared about Atkinson and in your to oversee the inner and outer
individual ways helped us move forward workings of a growing congregation
with astrong sense of community. as we develop a community which can

transform lives.

My special thanks are to Dana. She breathes

strength into us in many ways; sometimes with just a gentle reminder, sometimes just a whisper
in your ear, or her wise words in the Sunday service and sometimes with her good humor.
Working side by side with Dana, the rest of the staff and the board created a joyful shared
ministry.

| will stay on the board as a trustee for one more year; happy summer to you al, and I’ll see you
in church.

Much love,

Y, // LLIN

Marion Hammer, Board Moderator



Do you have musical inclinations, talents or gifts? Can you make simple, crafty
musical instruments? Or do you like to move to music? If so, we hope you, along
with an Atkinson partner, will lead a summer Sunday program for our children
between three and eleven years old. Each Sunday between June 12 and
September 4 we will have a pair of Atkinson folks lead afun 45 minute session
inour “A Summer of Music and Fun,” which is the theme this year.

Y ou might lead a session making moraccas, kazoos, or drums.

Or you might lead the group in singing, making sounds, or drumming and record it. We
have three very famous Unitarian Universalist musicians. Hungarian composer, Bela
Bartok; folk singer and songwriter, Malvina Reynolds; and singer/songwriter, political
activist, Pete Seeger. A session could be developed to listen to Bartok’smusic

while painting or asession singing, “Little Boxes’

together while making handmade boxes, or singing a Pete Seeger

song while creating posters about cleaning up rivers.

Y ou will be given the script and supplies you will need for an opening ritual as well as
avariety of resources to help you create a fun program based on your area of focus.

Y ou can sign up in the Dome Room or email me to choose your topic. If you have
guestions email or call me. | think it will be afun program this year.
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Church Year Reflection —June 5
Aswe come to the end of our 2004-2005 church year, we have
agreat deal to look back on and reflect upon. It seems a good
idea to spend some time speaking together of our experiences.
With at least alittle of the perspective that comes with time,
we can share what we' ve learned, our personal reflections, and
guestions we still may have. To this end, out-going and
incoming Board Moderators, Marion Hammer and Jerry
Spriggs, Rev. Dana Worsnop and Director of Religious
Education Annie Scott will hold ameeting for al who are
interested following the service on June 5 in the sanctuary. Let us take some time to be together,
to speak and to hold silence, to alow time for personal and community reflection.

A short movie will be shown in the Bachelder Room for the kids.

Worship (and picnic) in the Park!
We will once again celebrate our final service of the regular church year on June 12 with an
outdoor worship service under the sky and tall trees, followed, of course, by our annual church
picnic. Dana and Annie are busy cooking up an interactive and fun intergenerational service. The
choir is dated to sing and there may well be avisit from our resident bagpiper.

We will worship (and then break bread together) at Hillendale Park, located on Clairmont Way
in Oregon City. Please bring alawn chair or blanket to sit on. Wear your new Atkinson t-shirt if
you have one!

Service at 10:30. Potluck picnic at about 11:30. Mike Sweek will once again do his magic at
the barbecue. Folks are asked to bring a salad, sidedish, or dessert and beverages to share.

In case of rain we will have the service a 10:30 in the church and then all who wish can head
out to the picnic. Wear your new Atkinson t-shirt if you have one!

Directions: from AMC: go (east) up 5th (5th will eventually become Leland Rd); watch for
street signs on the LEFT side of the road, and turn left onto Clairmont Way (confusingly, the
street sign on the RIGHT side of the road will read Leland); watch for Hillendale Park on the
left.

Water Communion =)
Remember to bring back some water for our Water Communion <o <D

Servicein thefall from wherever you wander this summer. Whether f
\“

it’s from the back yard sprinkler, some mountaintop glacier or some
¢ \
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far-flung river, we will merge our waters once again at the service on

September 11 as we regather as areligious community.
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The Whed of Life

Welcome to the World Eliot Orion Forrest, newest son of Erika and Brandon Forrest and
brother of Max and Malcolm. Eliot joined hisfamily on April 29 at 9:17 pm, weighingin at 9
Ibs, 5 0z. and 21 inches.

Nancy Howard isrecovering from surgery at McLoughlin Place in Oregon City. Sheis slated to
move into new, permanent digs at Rose Villathis summer.

Congratulations to Chuck and K ay Bates, who celebrate their 55™ wedding anniversary this
month!

Prudence N. Leith and Maximilian M. McDaniel
are Pleased to Invite you to Celebrate our Joyous Union
on Saturday June 18th, 2005 at 2:00pm

The Ceremony will take Place at Atkinson Church
The Reception will follow Downstairs at 3:00pm

Please Let us know via Phone (503) 236-0412
or Email at [ ecnedurp9@yahoo.com ]
If you would like to Help with or be Part of the Ceremony

Juneisbusting out all over! And all women are welcome to come to SISTERS at Kim Milton®
home on Tuesday, June 21. Kim®addressis 1461 Burns, West Linn. Call (503) 657-7678 for
directions. We have asocial half hour at 7 pm and then a discussion or program. This program is
up in the air at the moment. Come for the friendship and be happily surprised! See you there.




Summer Services Starting June 19"

Y our Worship Committee has been planning a very engaging program based on the UUA 4™
Principle: Theindividua search for truth and meaning.

Speakers and topics will include:

Susan Landis-Steward -- Finding My Faith Home

Craig Shinn -- Social Being, A sermon on the essential nature of the individual search
for truth and meaning

Andrew Apter — Humanism And The Individual Search For Truth And Meaning
Shelley Paige, seminary student — Chanting as a Form of Worship

Jehovah's Witnesses — How We Live Our Faith

Sufi Iman Mamadou Toure

Jerry Spriggs

Zen Meditation — Will Wigmore, William Gifford

Craig Shinn and Ridgway Shinn — Special organ music and readings

Vanelle and Bill Carrithers — Labyrinth Walks

The Center For Spiritual Direction

A full listing of dates and topics will be found in a separate flyer in the Order of Service for the
next several Sundays. We encourage all members and friends to attend these lay lead summer
services. Each speaker puts his/or her heart and soul into their topics, and each Sunday becomes
very awonderfully crafted experience.

Please join us for these specia services during the coming summer months. You will find it a
very enriching and inspiring experience.

E S P People

There will be afollow-up meeting for those who attended the Exit Strategy Planning in April.
We will get together in the Bachelder Room at church, Saturday morning, June 11th, from 9:00
until 10:30 or 11:00. We will compare notes on the progress we have made in assembling
information, making decisions, completing plans, and taking care of other items on our "to-do"
lists. We can aso share good ideas we have found in the process, enjoy seeing one another and
partake of coffee, tea, and donuts.

Wooden AMC tables for sale

Just in time for pot lucks, organizing, or ???; for a $15 donation, you can buy your own piece of
history: 8 x30" wooden folding tables. Please see anyone on the facilities committee for details
(delivery can be arranged for asmall additional cost). Facilities committee membersinclude:
Ron Milton, JoAnne Forsyth, Bill Green, Karen Crumpton and Scott Silver.



Camp-out at Lookout
Time to make your reservation for Atkinson’s annual camping trip to
Cape Lookout. There are lots of sites|eft for Friday and Saturday
nights, August 12 and 13. The cost is $33 for two nights. Because of
my work schedule, | may not be able to come to church most Sundays,
so you may mail me a check made out to Nancy Hoecker, 5583
Carman Dr., Lake Oswego, OR, 97035. Please include your phone
number and e-mail address so | can contact you.

My phoneis 503-636-8615 if you need more information, or email me
at mikesweek@msn.com. —Nancy Hoecker

Chalice T-shirts available

The Atkinson chalice t-shirt, designed by the oh-so-clever
Cay Borduin, were originaly created as gifts for members
of our youth group. They proved so popular that Anita
Trudeau is now selling them at the bookstore in the Dome
Room. Adult sizes cost $10-$12, kids' shirts are $8.00.
Wear yoursto Worship in the Park and picnic!

Bio-diesel Questionnaire

With the substantial increase in fuel prices over the past year, more and more people are growing
interested in bio-diesel fuel. Bio-diesdl isaviable alternative to petro-diesel; it can be produced
locally and produces 90 percent less pollution than gas or petro-diesel fuel.

Curt Sommer isinterested in thisissue and in the possible devel opment and use of bio-diesel in
Portland. Please answer the following questions and forward your answers to Curt at
crsommer @earthlink.net.

1) Do you have adiesal car/truck or plan to purchase onein the near future?

2) If yes, would you be interested in joining a bio-diesel co-op that would sell clean burning
bio-diesel fuel at reduced pricesin exchange for labor?

3) If yes, do you have experience producing bio-diesel or have you previously worked in a
co-op?

4) Do you have or know where to obtain equipment that would be useful in producing bio-
diesdl, or do you know of alocation that would be acceptable to use for processing?

5) Do you know of potential suppliers of waste vegetable oil that would be amenable to
supplying abio-diesel co-op with the raw materia for producing fuel?
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To access our online calendar, click on www.atkinsonchurch.com/calendar Click on any
underlined event to see a pop-up message with location and a contact name and number. At the
bottom of the page you can click ahead to future months.

** Altered Attitudes meets every night from 5:30-6:30 pm (Martha White Room)* *
Wed 1

5:30 pm Music Committee meeting (Lib), Jim Grant 503-288-4663

6:30 pm Choir practice (Sanctuary)
Thurs 2

6:30 pm Soup (Bachelder Room)

7:00 pm All-Church Committee night (Bachelder Room)

Fri 3
Sat 4
Sun 5

9:15 am Forum (Martha White Room) Herb Beals, 503-656-0450
10:30 am Wor ship Service—Intergenerational Service:
Flower Communion & Transition Ceremony
11:45 am Church Year Reflection (Sanctuary)
12:00 pm Good 2 Great (Martha White Room) Mick Mortlock, 503-598-9203
12:30 pm 2005-06 RE Teachers Luncheon (South Room)
Mon 6
Tues 7
Wed 8
Thurs 9
10:30 am Covenant Group (Lib) Cay Borduin, 503-699-4033
7:00 pm Committee on Ministry, Craig Shinn, 503-263-6874
Fri 10
Sat 11
9:00-12:00 pm EXxit Strategy Follow-up (Bachelder Room), Roberta Case
503-503-722-3456
Sun 12
News & Views deadline
9:15 am Forum (Martha White Room) Herb Beals, 503-656-0450
10:30 am Wor ship Service—Worship in the Park & picnic (Hillendale Park)
6:00 pm Covenant Group, Bill & Virginia Green 503-656-7704
6:30 pm Covenant Group (Lib), Mick Mortlock, 503-598-9203
Mon 13
7:30 pm Men’s Group (Martha White Room), Chuck Powers, 360-901-9920
Tues 14
1:00 pm Lunch Bunch @ Tebos
Wed 15
6:30 pm Choir Practice (Sanctuary)



Thurs 16

6:45 pm Board M eeting (Martha White Room), Marion Hammer, 503-684-4416

Fri 17
Sat 18
9:00-12:00 All-Church Clean-up, Ron Milton, 503-657-7678
2:00 Prudence Leith & Max McDaniel wedding
Sun 19
9:15 am Forum (Martha White Room) Herb Beals, 503-656-0450
10:30 am Wor ship Service—Summer Services begin
12:00 Cares & Concerns (Library) Bill Carrithers, 503-829-4925
Mon 20
Tues 21
7:00 pm SISTERS, Marion Minar 503-678-1496
Wed 22
Thurs 23
10:30 am Covenant Group (Lib) Cay Borduin, 503-699-4033
Genera Assembly begins (Fort Worth, TX)
Fri 24
Sat 25
Sun 26
9:15 am Forum (Martha White Room) Herb Beals, 503-656-0450
10:30 am Wor ship Service
6:00 pm Covenant Group, Bill & Virginia Green 503-656-7704
6:30 pm Covenant Group (Lib), Mick Mortlock, 503-598-9203
Mon 27
Genera Assembly ends
7:30 pm Men’s Group (Martha White Room), Chuck Powers, 360-901-9920
Tues 28
7:00 pm PFLAG (South Room) Marion Hammer, 503-684-4416
Wed 29

7:00-9:00 pm Planned Parenthood (South Room) Bill Carrithers,
503-829-4925/Risa Cromer
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